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Information Literacy “State” Lesson Plan
Lesson Title:  Multimedia State Presentation
Brief Description:  Using PowerPoint skills taught this semester, students will search databases and the Internet to find specific information on a state and create a PowerPoint presentation about the state.  Follow the guidelines on “Instructions Sheet” for more details.  The literacy lesson will focus on showing the students how to get to the best databases to retrieve information for their assignment.
Grade Level and class, any other important learner info:  9th through 12th grade students enrolled in Multimedia class.  They will have PowerPoint skills.  They have used the Internet for other searches but have not been asked to use the school’s databases (at least, not to my knowledge).  Some students are very search-savvy and others are searching the databases for the first time (ESOL and Special Ed. students are immersed into this class).
Time frame: The literacy lesson will take about 30 minutes.  The total assignment will take the student 7 Days.  Day 1 is used to go over instructions and show students the databases available to them and to also choose a state that they wish to research.  The MS has been asked to show them how to access the databases that will be helpful to them.  Each class period is 50 minutes.
Curriculum Connection:  Demonstrate the ability to access, search and download objects via the Internet (BEMM_A2001-13)
Information Literacy Connection: Standard 1: Accesses information efficiently and effectively. 
Procedures*:

1. How will you gain the learners’ attention?  Go to Google.com and type in name of state (like Georgia).  788,000 possible sites will be available.  “That’s way too many sites to search.  You need to know where to go for the best and most precise answers and how to get there.  So, pay attention and go visit these databases with me.  You will use them over the next few days to gain the information needed for your presentation.”
2. How will you inform the learners of the objective of your lesson?  I will go over this the first day of assignment.  “You need to learn how to access these databases so you can use them over the next week while you’re working on this assignment.  Your job is to search and analyze the enormous information available and decide what is most relevant and answer the questions posed in the Instruction Sheet regarding the state that you choose.  Don’t waste your time on Google or Ask Jeeves.”  
3. How will you stimulate recall of prior learning?  I put the basic directions to the databases on the instruction sheet (directions for project).  The teacher will be on hand to remind them of how to locate the databases again.  By using them for days, they will, hopefully, remember how to access them. Practice makes perfect.
4. What stimulus will you present and how will you present it?  I will show a PowerPoint presentation on how to get to the databases and allow the students to follow me on their computers.  The MS and the classroom teacher will go around assisting those that get lost.  I will encourage them to look at a few state’s information so they can decide which state they wish to research.  I’ll tell them to pick a state they would like to explore; perhaps a place they would like to visit.
5. How will you provide guidance to the learners?  I will go around the room double-checking to make sure they are in the right place on the Internet and assisting those having difficulty.
6. How will you elicit performance from the learners?  The student will explore the databases and decide which state they wish to research.  They will pick a state and build a PowerPoint presentation using the databases available from the media center.  I will have them exit the databases and find their way back to them (as a way to reinforce location of these resources)
7. How will you provide feedback during the performance?  I will walk around the room and make positive comments about how good they’re doing.  
8. How will you assess the performance?  To see if the information literacy skills have been learned, I will walk around the room to make sure the students are finding helpful databases.  
9. How will you enhance retention and transfer?  After they all peruse the databases a bit, I’ll have them close the Internet.  Then we’ll practice getting back to the same databases.  They will use the databases daily for 6 more days.  Hopefully, the students will become comfortable with accessing the databases.
Preps (things that must be done before lesson begins):  
· Have projector ready to go with PowerPoint presentation loaded on it

· Have some copies of the PowerPoint on Databases copied, too.
· Make sure all links still work prior to lesson

Technology, resources, and materials needed:  
· Computers (classroom)

· Projector

· Instructional PowerPoint on finding appropriate databases

· Databases available online

· Instruction Sheets from the teacher’s lesson
(Lesson Plan Template created by Gretchen Thomas; adapted by M.Fitzgerald)

*Gagne’s Nine Events of Instruction
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